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Increased concern about extreme views amid reduced tolerance 
for freedom of expression and perceptions of increased division  

Perceptions of division in Australia have strengthened over the past 

year amid a continuation of large street protests, online activism and 

political engagement around: the Israel-Palestine conflict; Indigenous 

rights, climate change and anti-racism on the left; immigration and 

multiculturalism, social and gender roles, and anti-government 

sentiment on the right.

In November 2025, around a third of adults (35%) view Australians as 

‘extremely divided’ or ‘very divided’ on key political, economic and social 

issues. This compares with just one in four adults (27%) in July 2024#. A 

further one in two adults (49%) see Australians as just ‘somewhat 

divided’ and the proportion who see no social division here has declined 

(11%, down from 14% in 2024).  

Perceptions of division vary little across key demographic groups but 

are strongest among One Nation and LNP voters. 

Community tolerance for more divisive viewpoints has also shifted. 

More adults now see extreme views as a serious threat to Australia 

compared with 2024 and this applies to both extreme right views (63%, 

up from 53%) and extreme left views (57%, up from 51%). At the same 

time, fewer Australians think that people should be free to express their 

views ‘whatever those views are’ (53%, down from 73%).

Australians who perceive extreme (right or left) views as a threat are 

twice as likely to think people should not be free to express whatever 

views they want to, compared to those who do not see extreme views 

as a threat or have no opinion on this (20% versus 8%, respectively).

Opinion divides along political lines on the level of danger posed by the 

extreme left (higher among One Nation and LNP voters) versus the 

extreme right (higher among Greens and ALP voters), while freedom of 

expression, regardless of one’s views, resonates most strongly among 

One Nation voters. 

Overall, and regardless of political affiliation, most Australians (75%) 

think the Government should take further action to address extreme 

views and intolerance in our community. People are concerned about 

tensions between different groups (72%) and believe that we should not 

let international disputes impact all of us living here (68%, higher among 

One Nation voters).   

Many Australians have felt their freedom of movement negatively 

impacted by public protests, with almost half (45%) experiencing 

concern about their safety in areas where there are protestors. 

These safety concerns rise to a clear majority among Melbourne adults, 

following an extended period of regular CBD protests, and among 

culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) Australians and LNP voters. 

Importantly, amid these shifting attitudes and concerns around social 

division, local media balance is seen to be declining. Almost half of 

Australians do not believe our media does a good job of presenting 

different sides of the debate on key issues and events (46%, up from 

37% in 2024), double those who think it does do a good job (23%, down 

from 31%).
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#McKinnon Poll: Understanding partisanship, polarisation and social cohesion in Australia 2024 (Nov 2024). 
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Perceived level of division between Australians on key political, economic and social issues

Australian society is seen as increasingly divided on key issues 
– particularly among One Nation and LNP voters

# McKinnon Poll: Understanding partisanship, polarisation and social cohesion in Australia 2024 (November 2024). 

Significantly higher than the national total at the 95% confidence level.

Significantly higher  / lower  than the July 2024 result at the 95% confidence interval.

Q. Overall, how divided do you think Australians are on key political, economic and social issues? 

Base: All respondents: November 2025 (n=1,000); July 2024 (n=3,000).
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35%

11%

24%

49%

10%

1%

11%

6%

TOTAL EXTREMELY / VERY DIVIDED

Extremely divided

Very divided

Somewhat divided

Not that divided

Not at all divided

TOTAL NOT DIVIDED

Can't say

July 2024#

27%

7%

20%

50%

12%

2%

14%

9%

November 2025

One Nation voters: 59%, 

LNP voters: 43%

One Nation voters: 33%

ALP voters: 17%
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Total agree

November 2025 July 2024#

75% 72%

72% 69%

68% 68%

63% 53%

57% 51%

53% 73%

45% -

23%

(46% disagree)

31% 

(37% disagree)

37%

27%

33%

32%

29%

16%

18%

5%

38%

44%

35%

32%

28%

37%

27%

18%

16%

17%

19%

19%

21%

27%

23%

28%

4%

7%

7%

7%

10%

14%

17%

26%

3%

2%

3%

4%

6%

3%

6%

20%

3%

3%

3%

6%

6%

3%

9%

3%

The Government should take further action to address extreme
views and intolerance in our community

I am concerned about tensions between different groups in
Australia

We should not let international disputes impact all of us living in
Australia

Extreme right views are a serious threat to our country

Extreme left views are a serious threat to our country

People should be free to express their views, whatever those views
are

I have been concerned about my safety in areas where there are
protestors

The Australian media does a good job of presenting different sides
of the debate about key issues and events

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree Strongly disagree Can't say

Agreement with statements about Australian society

More now see extreme views as a threat; tolerance of freedom of 
expression and perceptions of media balance have declined

# McKinnon Poll: Understanding partisanship, polarisation and social cohesion in Australia 2024 (November 2024).

Significantly higher  / lower  than July 2024 result at the 95% confidence level.

Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Base: All respondents: November 2025 (n=1,000); July 2024 (n=3,000).
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75%

72%

68%

63%

57%

53%

45%

23%

The Government should take further action to address
extreme views and intolerance in our community

I am concerned about tensions between different
groups in Australia

We should not let international disputes impact all of us
living in Australia

Extreme right views are a serious threat to our country

Extreme left views are a serious threat to our country

People should be free to express their views, whatever
those views are

I have been concerned about my safety in areas where
there are protestors

The Australian media does a good job of presenting
different sides of the debate about key issues and events

Total agreement with statements about Australian society 

A majority of Melbourne adults, CALD Australians and LNP 
voters have experienced safety concerns around protestors 

Significantly higher / lower than the national total at the 95% confidence level.

Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Base: All respondents (n=1,000).
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One Nation voters: 78%, LNP voters: 71%,  55+ years: 68% 

18-34 years: 42%, Greens voters: 24%

Greens voters: 77%, ALP voters: 73% 

One Nation voters: 43%

(Strongly agree 16%: One Nation voters: 25%) 

SA: 40%

ALP voters: 31% 

One Nation voters: 15%

One Nation voters: 84%, 55+ years: 77% 

18-34 years: 54%

55+ years: 80%

Greens voters: 62%, 18-34 years: 61% 

Melbourne: 59%, CALD: 56%, LNP voters: 56%, 35-54 years: 51% 

Greens voters: 32%

LNP voters: 82%

18-34 years: 67%, SA: 63% 
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Survey methodology
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n=1,000 Australian adults

• Conducted Friday 7th to Monday 10th November 2025.

• Sample quotas on age, gender and location with post-survey weighting to actual 

age / gender / location proportions from Census data.

• Maximum margin of error on n=1,000 is +/-3.1% at the 95% confidence level.

• Differences of +/-1% for net scores are due to rounding.

July 2024 data sourced from McKinnon Poll: Understanding partisanship, 

polarisation and social cohesion in Australia 2024 (November 2024), available at:

https://mckinnon.co/democracy/insights/mckinnon-poll-understanding-partisanship-polarisation-and-

social-cohesion-in-australia-2024

National Online Survey

The research was conducted in compliance with AS-ISO 20252.
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